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"The Evidentiary Value of Signatures in Commercial Papers"
Prepared by:
Nadine Al-Fouani

Abstract:

The signature constitutes a fundamental instrument for proving intent and undertaking legal obligations, whether in civil or
commercial transactions. The handwritten or traditional signature reflects the identity of its holder and is most commonly
used in private instruments and ordinary deeds, where it serves as a presumption of authenticity. The electronic signature,
however, has emerged with digital developments and has taken an equivalent role in electronic transactions, relying on
technological means that verify the user’s identity and ensure data_integrity, thus providing a legally recognized alternative
in modern legislation, In ordinary deeds, the signature suffices to evidence personal obligation, whereas in negotiable
instruments—such as checks, promissory notes, and bills of exchange—it acquires heightened significance. The signature
therein generates independent obligations, distinct from the underlying relationship, and constitutes an essential requirement
for the very existence and validity of the commercial paper. Nevertheless, both traditional and electronic signatures face
practical challenges: the former is susceptible to forgery or denial, while the latter may be exposed to risks of hacking or
misuse. For this reason, legislations have established essential conditions for their validity, such as clarity of the signatory’s
identity, unequivocal expression of consent, and compliance with the formal requirements governing the relevant document.
In this way, the signature, in all its forms, remains the cornerstone for ensuring trust and legal security in transactions.

Keywords: wet signature- electronic signature- legal validity- commercial instruments-private writings.
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